
 

  

 
 
  

 

 

   

         

 

    

  

 

  

 

  

    

   

  

    

   

  

   

  

 

 

American Indian Removal 
What Does It Mean to Remove a People? 

Cherokee Document: Full Transcription
 

TO THE CHEROKEE PEOPLE 

The undersigned in behalf of a long meeting, composed of the Citizens of Turkey Town, 

take the liberty of addressing you through the public journal of our Nation, on the subject 

of emigration to the west, to which the United States have their attention. 

Our ancestors settled in this place at a period not now in our recollection. Here was 

sacred ground, and on this spot the Council-fire blazed with lustre, and here were the 

dwellings and seats of Kings and our beloved Chief! 

The Indians were represented as incapable of learning the arts of civilized life, and at 

the same time treated in most uncivil manner. 

From correct information we have formed a bad opinion of the western country beyond 

the Mississippi. But if report was favorable to the fertility of the soil, if the running 

streams were as transparent as crystal, and silver fish abounded in their element in 

profusion we should still adhere to the purposes of spending the remnant of our lives on 

the soil that gave us birth and rendered deer from the nourishment we receive from its 

bosom. 
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