
 

  

 
 
  

 

 

   

         

 

   

  

  

    

 

 

    

  

   

 

   

 

  

      

  

   

 

  

   

  

American Indian Removal 
What Does It Mean to Remove a People? 

Cherokee Document:
 
Paraphrased Transcription
 

TO THE CHEROKEE PEOPLE 

We are the Citizens of Turkey Town. We gathered for a long meeting to discuss these 

issues, and we have signed this statement to show our support for the ideas we present 

here. We speak to you directly here in the newspaper of our Cherokee nation. We want 

to address the topic of your people leaving your current home and moving to the west. 

This United States wants you to make this move. 

Our Cherokee ancestors settled in Turkey Town long ago, at a time so long ago that we 

cannot even remember it. This town has been blessed ground. On this spot our Council-

fire burned brightly. Here is where our Kings and our beloved Chief lived and had their 

ruling places! 

The Indians were considered unable to learn the ways of civilized life, and at the same 

time they were treated by white people in a most unreasonable and impolite manner. 

We have received correct information about the western country beyond the Mississippi 

and from information we have formed a bad opinion of that land. But even if we were 

told that the soil was good for growing crops, if the streams were as clear as crystal, 

and if the streams were full of silver fish, we would still stick to our purpose, which is to 

spend the rest of our lives in the land where we were born, the land that gave us deer 

and feeds us as a mother feeds a child. 
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