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Pacific Northwest History and Cultures  

 Why Do the Foods We Eat Matter? 

 

 

 

Duwamish shovel-nose canoe, ca. 1880–1910. Cedar, iron nails, and copper. Canoe of square-end type, 
used on lakes and rivers. King County, Lake Sammamish. NMAI 097294 

 

Shovel-nose canoes are flat bottomed and dug out or carved from a single tree. They 
are engineered for speed and agility in shallow waters. There is a growing trend among 

Native Nations of the Pacific Northwest to reestablish the making and use of shovel-
nose canoes.   
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