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Land acknowledgment is a traditional custom that dates
back centuries in many Native nations and communities.
Today, land acknowledgments are used by Native Peoples
and non-Natives to recognize Indigenous Peoples who are
the original stewards of the lands on which we now live.
Before public events and other important gatherings
hosted by the National Museum of the American Indian, a
speaker offers this acknowledgment on behalf of everyone
present:

After millennia of Native history, and centuries of
displacement and dispossession, acknowledging original
Indigenous inhabitants is complex. Many places in the
Americas have been home to different Native Nations over
time, and many Indigenous people no longer live on lands
to which they have ancestral ties. Even so, Native Nations,
communities, families, and individuals today sustain their
sense of belonging to ancestral homelands and protect
these connections through Indigenous languages, oral
traditions, ceremonies, and other forms of cultural
expression. The museum’s acknowledgment is intended to
recognize the Indigenous peoples who have lived where we
now work over the long span of human history and the
large contemporary Native population that lives in the
Washington area and New York City today.

When people ask for guidance in making land
acknowledgments, we suggest reaching out directly to local
Indigenous communities and to Native Nations forcibly
removed from the area in the past to ask how they want to
be recognized. Land acknowledgments can be spoken at
the beginning of public and private gatherings, from school
programs and sporting events to town halls.

Making a land acknowledgment should be motivated by
genuine respect and support for Native Peoples. Speaking
and hearing words of recognition is an important step in
creating collaborative, accountable, continuous, and
respectful relationships with Indigenous nations and
communities.

HONORING ORIGINAL INDIGENOUS INHABITANTS

Land Acknowledgment

Try these culturally sensitive activities and
resources:

• To empower Native voices in your
classroom, check out NMAI’s Native
Knowledge 360° Initiative online.

• For elementary students, check out
“Where We Live: A Puzzle Book of
American Indian Art” in English y Español.

• For grades 6–8, check out the NMAI
teaching poster “Native People and the
Land: The A:Shiwi (Zuni) People.”

• For grades 6–8, check out the interactive
digital lesson “The Navajo Treaty of 1868:
Why Was the Navajo Journey Home So
Remarkable?”

• For grades 9–12, check out the interactive
digital lesson “Northern Plains History and
Cultures: How Do Native People and
Nations Experience Belonging?”

• For grades 7–12, check out the interactive
digital lesson “American Indian Removal:
What Does It Mean to Remove a People?”

• Try planting a garden of only plants
indigenous to your area!

• Check out native-land.ca online to discover
the Indigenous people, languages, and
treaties associated with your local area.

• Check out the 2020 list of federally
recognized tribes through the Bureau of
Indian Affairs online.

“We gratefully acknowledge the Native Peoples on
whose ancestral homelands we gather, as well as
the diverse and vibrant Native communities who
make their home here today.”

—NMAI Land Acknowledgment

Cypress tree and water lilies in NMAI's wetlands.
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