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Navajo Treaty of 1868 
Why Was the Navajo (Diné) Journey Home So Remarkable? 

Supporting Question One: Why Was It Critical 
for the Navajo (Diné) to Return Home?  

Homelands: Reflect—Where are the traditional homelands of the Navajo (Diné)

located? Why are these homelands important to the Navajo (Diné)? 

Part A—The Long Walk: Assess and Apply 
Directions: After looking at the sources in Source Set A: The Long Walk, you may find it 
obvious that the United States Army disregarded basic rights of the Navajo (Diné). First, assess 
how the U.S. violated Navajo (Diné) human rights, and provide evidence in the column “U.S. 
Actions.” Then, apply your assessment by explaining how that action would be a violation of 
human rights.   

U.S. Actions 
Human Rights Abuses  

Human rights are basic rights people have because 
they are part of the human community.
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Part B—Navajo Resolve: Cite Evidence 

Directions: Cite evidence from Source Set B: Bosque Redondo that demonstrates how the 

Navajo (Diné) exercised resolve by using resistance, persistence, resilience, and negotiation. 

How Did They Do It? Evidence 

Resistance 

Persistence 

Resilience 

Negotiation 

http://americanindian.si.edu/NK360


  
 

Name  ___________________________________  
 

 
 
 2  

AmericanIndian.si.edu/NK360 

Short Format Inquiry: Navajo Treaty 
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Part C—Coming to Conclusions: Why Was It Critical for the 

Navajo (Diné) to Return Home? 

Directions: Now that you have reviewed both source sets, come to some conclusions about 
why it was critical for the Navajo (Diné) to return home. Craft a claim using evidence about why 
the Navajo (Diné) maintained the resolve to return home.  

Claim 

The Navajo (Diné) maintained the resolve to return home because . . .  
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