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Vocabulary: Define each term 

Colca: Terracing: Microclimate: 
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The Inka Empire: 
 

The Inka Empire 
What innovations can provide food and water for millions? 

Student Materials 

Name ___________________________________                      

Agricultural Innovation 

Challenges and Innovations 

Provide an example of how Inka innovation addresses each challenge.  
Support your answer with evidence from the sources you examined. 
 

 Challenge: How can we grow crops and control the speed of water on steep hillsides?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Challenge: How can we preserve and store food so that millions of people have enough 

to eat?  

 
 
 
 
 

 Challenge: How can we manage microclimates in order to grow a variety of foods?  

 

 

 

Inka Innovation and Contemporary Challenges 

Think of an environmental challenge that we face today. What lessons about innovation could 

we learn from the Inka to help us engineer a solution to the problem? Support your ideas with 

evidence from the sources you examined.  
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