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Cultural Connections 
Quotes 

1.  “This bridge was built by our ancestors, the Inka. My grandfather, Vicente Huanca 

Qhañawiri, and his brother Juan received that knowledge from their grandfathers. They 

would build the bridge and take care of the upkeep. And when Juan died, my grandfather 

was left with that knowledge. When my grandfather died, my father continued to do the 

work, and when my father died, I kept that knowledge. And now I continue to work in the 

maintenance and yearly construction of our Q’eswachaka bridge.” — Mr. Victoriano 

Arizapana Huallhua, Chakacamayuc (Quechua Bridge Master, Huinchiri, Cusco, Peru)—

March, 2015 

ancestors: any member of one’s family from long ago, for example, the grandparents of 

one’s grandparents; a person from whom one is descended 

 

2. “This bridge is over 500 years old. At that time, the Spaniards had arrived to these lands 

and were chasing and killing our Inka ancestors. Then, our Inka ancestors thought of a 

way to counter the Spaniards. They crossed the Q’eswachaka bridge with the Spaniards 

close behind. When the Spaniards crossed it, they (the Inka) agreed to cut and bring 

down the bridge. Many Spaniards died. And that is how many of our ancestors were 

saved. After a time, they built the bridge again. My grandfather told me this story when I 

was a child.” — Mr. Victoriano Arizapana Huallhua, Chakacamayuc (Quechua Bridge 

Master, Huinchiri, Cusco, Peru)—March, 2015 

 

Paraphrased Quotes 

1. This bridge was built by our ancient relatives, the Inka. My grandfather, Vicente Huanca 

Qhañawiri, and his brother Juan received that knowledge from their grandfathers. They 

would build the bridge and take care of fixing it. And when Juan died, my grandfather was 

left with that information. When my grandfather died, my father continued to do the work, 

and when my father died, I kept that knowledge. And now I continue to work to fix the 

bridge and to build a new Q’eswachaka bridge every year. — Mr. Victoriano Arizapana 

Huallhua, Chakacamayuc (Quechua Bridge Master, Huinchiri, Cusco, Peru)—March, 

2015 
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The Great Inka Road 
How can a road system be an example of innovation? 

Quotes 

2. This bridge is over 500 years old. At that time, the Spaniards came here and were 

chasing and killing our Inka ancestors. Then, our Inka ancient relatives thought of a way 

to fight the Spaniards. The Inka crossed the Q’eswachaka bridge with the Spaniards 

chasing them close behind. When the Spaniards crossed it, the Inka cut the bridge and 

let it fall into the river far below. Many Spaniards died. And that is how many of our Inka 

relatives were saved. After a time, they built the bridge again. My grandfather told me this 

story when I was a child. — Mr. Victoriano Arizapana Huallhua, Chakacamayuc 

(Quechua Bridge Master, Huinchiri, Cusco, Peru)—March, 2015 
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