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Argumentative Writing: Selecting Evidence and Crafting Supporting Claims 
Directions: Select three pieces of evidence from the story that support the thesis statement below, then write 
supporting sentences for each piece of evidence.  
 

Thesis: Indian boarding schools were founded to eliminate traditional American Indian ways of life and replace 
them with mainstream American culture.  

Evidence 

Example:  

Tom Torlino before 
and after Carlisle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Supporting  
Sentence 

 
At American Indian 
boarding schools 
students were forced 
to abandon their own 
customs and adopt 
Western practices.  
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